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TAGS: ELAB.UK 

SUBJECT: UNEMPLOYMENT IN DECEMBER 

SUMMARY. UNEMPLOYMENT FELL SLIGHTLY IN THE MONTH TO 
MID DECEMBER WHILE THE NUMBER OF NOTIFIED JOB VACAN- 
CIES ROSE SHARPLY. DURING L977 THE OVERALL JOBLESS 
TOTAL INCREASED BY LOO, 000 TO OVER L.4 MILLION WHILE 
THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE INCREASED TO 6.0 PERCENT. END 
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SUMMARY. 

L. THE FOLLOWING TABLES SUMMARIZE THE DECEMBER UN- 
EMPLOYMENT DATA FOR THE U.K. AND GREAT BRITAIN, THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO BEING THE EXCLUSION OF 
NORTHERN IRELAND: 
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UNITED KINGDOM 
NUMBER CHANGE FROM NOV 
UNEMPLOYED 

EXCLUDING SCHOOL LEAVERS L,422,433 - 3,2L0 

SCHOOL LEAVERS 58,389 -L5.062 

TOTAL UNEMPLOYED L.480,822 -L8,272 

PERCENTAGE 6.3 - 0.L 

SEASONALLY ADJUSTED L,428,L00 - 4,800 

(EXCLUDING SCHOOL LEAVERS) 

CHANGE FROM NOV 
PERCENT 6.0 - 0.L 

GREAT BRITAIN 
NUMBER CHANGE FROM NOV 
UNEMPLOYED 

EXCLUDING SCHOOL LEAVERS L,365,38L - 4,003 

SCHOOL LEAVERS 54,345 -L4,234 

TOTAL UNEMPLOYED L.4L9.726 -L8,237 

PERCENTAGE 6.L - 0.L 

SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 

EXCLUDING SCHOOL LEAVERS L, 370,800 - 5,700 

PERCENTAGE 5.9 - 0.L 

NOTIFIED VANCANCIES 
NUMBER CHANGE FROM NOV 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED L62.700 # 7, LOO 
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2. THE FIGURES FOR DECEMBER INDICATE THAT UNEMPLOY- 
MENT HAS AGAIN SETTLED ON A PLATEAU, THIS TIME AT 
ABOUT 6.0 PERCENT. A SIMILAR PATTERN WAS APPARENT 
DURING THE FIRST HALF OF L977 WHEN THE RATE APPEARED 
TO HOVER AT ABOUT 5.5 PERCENT. WITH OUTPUT RELATIVE- 
LY STAGNANT, THE VARIETY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT 
CREATION, PROTECTION AND TRAINING SCHEMES HAVE HAD 
THE EFFECT OF ABSORBING THE DEMOGRAPHIC INCREASE IN 
THE LABOR FORCE THEREBY MODERATING THE OVERALL IN 
CREASE IN UNEMPLOYMENT.NEVERTHELESS, UNEMPLOYMENT HAS 
RISEN BY ABOUT LOO, 000 BETWEEN DECEMBER L976 AND 
DECEMBER L977. 

3. THE GOVERNMENT HAS WELCOMED THE RECENT FIGURES 
AS MOVING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. HOWEVER, TRADE 
UNION REACTION HAS BEEN LESS ENTHUSIASTIC WITH TUC 
HEAD LEN MURRAY REFERRING TO THE "DISMAL CHRISTMAS 
PRESENT" IN STORE FOR THE CURRENTLY UNEMPLOYED. 

BREWSTER 
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